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NO VETERAN DIES ALONE

The VA Black Hills Health Care System is initiating a volunteer hospice
program aimed at ensuring that Veteran hospice residents are provided

comforting companionship during their final days and hours. The program
is modeled after the national No One Dies Alone program that was devel-

oped in 1988. Inside this issue:

No Veteran Dies Alone (NVDA) provides the reassuring presence of a Tallon Heroes Boare

volunteer companion to patients in their final hours who would otherwise ners to be Exhibited
be alone. at SDNG Museum

Companion volunteers assist in providing patients with a dignified and

comforted death. They must be willing to hold the hand of the patient, play Sympathies

music, read to the patient, and pro-
vide other comfort care measures.
They may choose to provide regu-

VA Recruitment Mes-
sages

Resources for Veter-
ans

larly scheduled hospice coverage as
well as being on call. Program vol-

unteers do not provide nursing

. . . . Upcoming Events
care, and only assist as trained compassionate companions.

All NVDA companions must first be processed in as volunteers including
fingerprinting, PPD (TB) testing, as well as attend hospice education.

A special hospice/NVDA class will be held on Tuesday, November 22,
2011, from 8:30 am — 12:30 pm in Building 148, Room C108 the Fort
Meade VA Medical Center, 113 Comanche Road, Fort Meade, SD.

Persons interested in becoming a volunteer in the NVDA program
should contact Cheryl Rieniets at the VA Black Hills Volunteer Service Pro-
gram Office at 605-347-7206.
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FALLEN HEROES BANNERS TO BE
DISPLAYED AT SDNG MUSEUM

The “Fallen Heroes” banner display will be featured Nov. 28 -Dec. 22 at the South Dakota Nation-
al Guard Museum (301 E. Dakota Avenue) in Pierre. Museum hours are 9 a.m. - 4 p.m., Monday -
Friday.

The banners were created in honor of South Dakota military personnel who lost their lives in Op-
eration Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi Freedom.

“Having the banners on display at the National Guard Museum affords visitors traveling to Pierre
an opportunity to see the annual Christmas tree display at the Capitol and the Fallen Heroes Ban-
ners at the museum,” said Bob Kusser, manager of the museum.

The National Guard Museum’s mission is to preserve and
honor the history of the South Dakota National Guard from the
days of Dakota Territory (1860s) to the present day, with em-
phasis on the various wars and conflicts. The goal is to create a
greater understanding of the significant role played by the
South Dakota National Guard throughout history by caring for
and preserving collections of historical documents and artifacts.

SYMPATHIES

A memorial service for Doug Brown will be held on Friday,
December 2, at 3:00 pm, in the 4th Floor Auditorium of the VA
Medical Center (2501 W. 22nd Street) in Sioux Falls.
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VA DEVELOPS NEW RECRUITMENT MESSAGE

And the award goes to...
VA Employees!

An sxciting 2vening is in your near futurs! On Wednesday,
Mowember Sth, VA is iring a recruitment commearcial during the
211 Country Music Bwards—and we encourags you to watch
it in action. Tuns in to ABC from & pom. to 11 pom. to s== who
wins prestigious awards such 35 "Album of the Year” and "Naw
Artist of the Year” while kesping an eye out for our high-profile
spot.

This will b= 3 prowd moment for VWA, so maks sure you tell your

famiby and friznds about the big 2vent. And since this is 3 great
opportunity to recruit gualified candidates across the Mation, we
ask that you post all of your open positions on owr canssrs site

3= soon 35 possible.

EM“' W are slso airing the commercizl during the following programs
o from Movember through the 15t wesk of Decamber:
Cor. Fhil [FOX]
How | Met “our Mather (CW)
Inside Edition (CBS)
ve! with Regis and Helhy (RBC)
The Doctors (CBS)
The Wendy Wiliams Show (FOX)
Who Wants To Be A Millionsire (ABC)

Check kocal listings for times.

If you can't wailt to see the spot or share it with your famiby and
friemds—or even potentisl candidates—it can be viewsd online at
any time.

We leok forward to watching recruitment at its best!
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VAcareers.va.gov

To fulfill its mis-
sion, it is essential
for Veterans Health
Administration
(VHA) to recruit and
retain skilled, dedi-
cated, high-
performing employ-
ees, as well as to de-
velop a talented suc-
cession pipeline.

VHA's goal is to
continue to build a
diverse, results-
driven, multi-
generational work-
force, especially as
the current work-
force at VHA con-
sists of an increasing
percentage of em-
ployees who are eli-
gible for retirement.

The VA, in con-
junction with VHA,
will be airing three
new recruitment
messages.

This ad provides
more information,
also the messages
can be viewed at :

http;//
www.vacareer: s.va.gov/

career-life/TV/
the_faces_of_va.html


http://www.vacareers.va.gov/career-life/tv/the_faces_of_va.html
http://www.vacareers.va.gov/career-life/tv/the_faces_of_va.html
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES FOR VETERANS

Utilize these resources to see that tools are available to help veterans translate their military skills for

the civilian workforce and to aid them in their search for jobs. More information can be found at the fol-
lowing links:

http://www.whitehouse.gov/joiningforces/resources

https://www.nationalresourcedirectory.gov/home/veterans_job_bank
http://www.dol.gov/vets/goldcard.html
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You've served your country. Now you're ready for a new challenge.

What do you want to do for a living?
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"I wanttobea..." *I'll know it when | see it." "I liked my last job.”

Search careers Browse careers Find careers like
with key words. by industry. your military job.
Describe your dream career in a few There are over 900 carser options for Enter the name or code of your
words: you teo look at. Find yours in one of military classification. We'll suggest
these industries: civilian careers with similar work.
Examples: doctor, build houses Administration & Support Services H mr s bl B

Examples: 0963, radio chief

search & Browse & Find @

Want more options? Check out careers in these groups: Still not sure? The O*NET Interest Profiler

suggests careers based on the type of work you

Bright {Jutlook & green 70 eI B enjoy doing.




THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF LABOR

GOLD CARD

SERVICES FOR POST 9/11 ERA VETERANS

The One Stop Career Centers are ready to provide you intensive services for up to a six
month period through an exciting array of career and supportive services to include:
@ Case management
@ Skills assessment and interest surveys
@ Career guidance
@ Job search assistance
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HOW TO ACCESS GOLD CARD SERVICES?

® Information about Gold Card Services can be found at www.dol.gov/vets/goldcard.html.

® locate your nearest One Stop Career Center by going to America’s Service Locator www.servicelocator.org
or by calling Toll-Free 1-877-US2-JOBS (1-877-872-5627) TTY: 1-877-889-5627.

® Once a One-Stop Career Center has been located, go there and present this Card.

® Information about other services and benefits can be found at www.ebenefits.va.gov and www.nrd.gov.

Eligible Veterans will receive priority of service in all Department of Labor funded employment and training programs

UPCOMING EVENTS

November 17—SD Veterans Council Legislator Roundtable—Aberdeen
November 18—SD Veterans Council Legislator Roundtable—Chamberlain
November 19—SD Veterans Council Legislator Roundtable—Piedmont
November 22— NVDA Hospice Training—VA, Fort Meade

November 24-25—State Offices Closed

December 2—SD Veterans Council Legislator Roundtable—Watertown
December 3—SD Veterans Council Legislator Roundtable—Sioux Falls
December 10—National Wreaths Across America Remembrance
December 26—State Offices Closed

January 2—State Offices Closed

Audry Ricketts, Public Information Officer
South Dakota Department of the Military
South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs
Soldiers and Sailors Building

425 E Capitol Avenue

Pierre, SD 57501

Phone: 605-773-8242

E-mail address: audry.ricketts@state.sd.us

Web site: http://mva.sd.gov
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